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Today’s weather 


First rain, 


yok then snow. 
Ira 


High: 39 
Low: 26 


Sunday: Snow, 33 | 20 
Monday: Snow, 28 |17 


Weather report. A2 


k Han- ; it H ai 
Coming Sunday 


Mammoth Crossword 

returns for holiday 

Our giant, year-in-review 
crossword puzzle returns 
Sunday. It is so big, it won’t 
fit on a page. It has more 
than 600 clues. And it is 
fun for the entire family. 
Look for it in Sunday’s 
Arts & Life section. 


Metro<State 


MetroHealth seeks 
hospital partnership 
MetroHealth plans to seek 
a partnership with another 
hospital system to expand ser- 
vices and support the hospital 
long-term. A3 

Faith & You: Terry Pluto recalls 
Christmas Eve dinners with a 
grateful heart, knowing God’s 
spirit was in that place. A4 


Nation&World 


Miss America officials 
under fire over emails 
Emails reportedly sent be- 
tween pageant officials dis- 
paraged winners with sexual 
comments and insults. AG 


Final mission: Jerry Yellin, 
fighter pilot in last American 
combat mission of World War 
II, dies at 93. A14 


State's jobless rate 
dropped in November 
The state’s jobless rate falls 
to its lowest level in two 
years, though employers say 
they cut 5,600 positions. A10 


Sports 


Crowell frustrated 

by lack of carries 

Browns running back Isaiah 
Crowell talks with coach Hue 
Jackson about his lack of car- 
ries, despite some big runs. B1 


Forum 


Is UFO research 

money well spent? 
Opinion: Is the government’s 
secret extraterrestrial project 
a waste of money or a worth- 
while effort to study UFOs? A15 


Diversions 


Actress Feldstein 

has a breakout year 
Actress Beanie Feldstein is 
getting rave reviews for her 


work, both on Broadway and 
in the film “Lady Bird.” P1 


cleveland.com 


How to make a quick 
Christmas cookie treat 
The staff of Luna Bakery 


shows you how 
to make a simple 
Mexican Wedding 


Cookie covered 
with snowy powdered sugar. 
cleveland.com/entertainment 
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Your money 


Experts cram to unravel tax code 


CPAs, lawyers, advisers say changes anything but simple 


BEN STEVERMAN 
Bloomberg News 


Republican lawmakers 
said they wanted to sim- 
plify the tax code so you 
could file your return on a 
postcard. It turns out the 
new tax law will be any- 
thing but simple for many 
affluent Americans, who 
are now inundating their 


accountants for advice. 

“They made it a lot more 
complex for a lot of people,” 
said Jody Padar, chief exec- 
utive officer of New Vision 
CPA Group in Mount Pros- 
pect, Illinois. 

Clients are already asking 
how to exploit the changes, 
according to certified public 
accountants, lawyers and 
financial advisers. In some 


cases, the best advice is 
clear. For others, especially 
business owners, tax experts 
are scrambling to under- 
stand the full implications 
of the 500-page law, which 
changes the rates on indi- 
viduals and corporations 
and eliminates or limits 
many popular deductions. 
As a result, the new law 
could change the financial 


consequences of major life 
decisions for millions of Amer- 


icans, such as who you work | 
for, whether you move or re- i 
model your home, howyouget ; 
to work, and even whether you ; 
get married or divorced. Ifyou ; 
make a substantial amount of | 


money, the right decisions 
could save thousands of dollars. 


SEE TAX | A8 


Smiles signal Santa's toys are here 


MARVIN FONG | THE PLAIN DEALER 


avannah Davis, 4, leads the way for Santa’s elves inside the Cleveland Clinic Children’s 


Hospital for Rehabilitation on Friday. Arriving by his North Pole fire truck with 


shopping carts full of gifts, Santa Claus brought Christmas joy to kids at the hospital. 


Off-duty firefighters volunteered to drive the fire truck, according to a release. It’s done by 
Santa’s Hide-A-Way Hollow, a nonprofit founded in 1981 that has visited there for 23 years. 
It provides comfort and support to seriously and terminally ill children and their families. 


© cleveland.com More photos from Santa’s Clinic visit at cleveland.com/metro 


Charitable acts 


Seeding good deeds with $100 bills 


Giving multiplies after donor has church give away $10,000 


JULIE ZAUZMER 
Washington Post 


On the first Sunday of De- 
cember, the Rev. Ron Foster 
invited his congregants to 
step up to the altar to re- 
ceive the bread and wine 
of Communion — and to 
receive a $100 bill. 

“Listen to where the Holy 
Spirit’s leading you,” he said 
to the stunned congregation 
as he distributed a stack 
of money at Severna Park 


United Methodist Church, 
located in a Baltimore sub- 
urb. 

“Listen to the need that’s 
around you, that you find 
in the community. You may 
be in the right place at the 
right time to help somebody, 
because you have this in 
your hand.” 

One hundred congregants 
walked out into the Advent 
season, with the money 
burning a hole in their pock- 
ets. 


One stack of bills totaling 
$10,000, dropped off at the 
church by an anonymous 
donor, has turned into 100 
good deeds in the Severna 
Park community this Christ- 
mas season. 

Ginger ale and soup and 
warm socks for a cancer pa- 
tient. Snow pants and gloves 
so a child with a brain 
tumor can play outside. 
Christmas presents for chil- 
dren who are homeless, for 
children whose parents are 


struggling with drug addic- 
tion, for children whose par- 
ents have suffered domestic 
abuse, for children in the 
hospital. Cash for dozens 
of grateful strangers, from 
waitresses to bus drivers to 
leaf collectors. 

One hundred donations 
goes a long way. 

“People have been so 
thoughtful. The money has 
just multiplied and blos- 
somed and gone out,” Fos- 
ter said. 


SEE $100 | A4 


: Inside 


i What it means: Given 
: that U.S. tax law was not 


particularly user-friendly 
even before the reforms, 
two tax attorneys explain 
how the new law will af- 
fect Americans over the 
course of the year. Or, 
really, the next decade. 
Much of the detail will 
be established after the 
IRS releases new regula- 


i tions. A8 


Sanctions 


Vise draws 
tighter 
around 

N. Korea 


U.N. rules affect 
fuel, ships, workers 


RICK GLADSTONE 
AND Davip E. SANGER 
New York Times 


UNITED Nations — The 
United Nations Security 
Council placed new sanc- 
tions on North Korea on 
Friday that significantly 
choke off fuel supplies 
and order North Koreans 
working overseas to return 
home, in what may prove 
the last test of whether any 
amount of economic pres- 
sure can force the isolated 
country to reverse course 
on its nuclear weapons 
program. 

The sanctions, proposed 
by the United States and 
adopted by a vote of 15-0, 
were the third imposed this 
year in an escalating effort 
to force the North into ne- 
gotiations. 

China and Russia joined 
in the vote, in a striking dis- 
play of unity, but only after 
the Trump administration 
agreed to soften a couple of 
provisions. 

Under the new sanc- 
tions, North Korea’s im- 
ports of refined petroleum 
will be cut by 89 percent, 
exacerbating fuel short- 
ages. North Korean la- 
borers who work in other 
countries, a key source 
of hard currency, will be 
expelled. Nations will be 
urged to inspect all North 
Korean shipping and halt 
ship-to-ship transfers of 
fuel, which the North has 
used to evade sanctions. 

But the resolution does 
not permit countries to 
hail or board North Ko- 
rean ships in international 
waters, which the Trump 
administration proposed 
in September. 


SEE KOREA | A13 


Ohio law 


Kasich signs abortion ban 
on Down syndrome fetuses 


JACKIE BORCHARDT 
jborchardt@cleveland.com 


CoLumBus — Ohio on Fri- 
day became the fourth state 
to ban abortions performed 
after a prenatal test shows 
the fetus has or might have 
Down syndrome. 

Gov. John Kasich signed 
into law House Bill 214, the 
20th abortion restriction 
passed since he took office 
in 2011, and 14 other bills 


Friday morning. 

Under the law, doctors 
who know of a prenatal 
Down syndrome diagnosis 
and perform an abortion 
could be charged with a 
fourth-degree felony, pun- 
ishable by up to 18 months 
in prison. 

There is no punishment 
for the woman who seeks 
the abortion. 

The new law will take 
effect sometime in late 


March. 

Supporters said that al- 
lowing abortions after a 
fetal Down syndrome diag- 
nosis amounted to discrim- 
ination and modern day 
eugenics. 

Ohio Right to Life, the 
state’s largest anti-abortion 
organization, lobbied for the 
bill during the past two leg- 
islative sessions. 


SEE KASICH | A13 


ASSOCIATED PRESS 
Gov. John Kasich, shown at the Ohio State Fair in 

the summer, signed Friday the 20th restriction on 
abortion since he took office in 2011. 
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